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REMARKS 

AppHcaBt desires to acknowledge md express appreGiatioB for the courtesies extended 
diiring the recent telephone iiltemew with Examiner Janie Christiaxisen and the Examiner's 
Sijpervisor regarding the subject c^e oix February 15^ 201L During the aforementioned 
telepiiotie interview^ Applicanf s attorney discussed several proposed amendments to claim 1 of 
the present appjicatiori. Although no agreeinent reached as to the allowabilit}'- of claim 1 
based upon the proposed amendmexits, the Examiner's Supervisor indicated that the proposed 
amendinents wduid most ixkely involve additioBal searching and that an RCE application would 
be required. Aithougii Applicant respeet&lly disagrees thai additional searching wil l be required 
based upon the am^endrnents to tlie ciairas eontaiiied herein. Applicant is following the 
Examiner's Supervisor's suggestion and is filing this Amendment along with its RCE application 
in an effort to allow the Exaxmner to perfbm additlotiai searching^ if necessary, based upoii the 
additional amendments made primarily to claim 1 of the present application. Applicant 
respectfully recjuests that the Examiner reconsider the patentability of the cMrns presently 
pending ki the present application in light of the amendments ami argximerus made in this 
response. 

It is respectftiily pointed out tha% to date, a total of at least thirty (30) differetrt prior art 
references relating to the various features associated with the present urinary collection system 
have been cited against the claims of the present appiicatiGn, EigMiSlpriot Mt tefere^^ were 
identified in the International Search Report and Written Opinion issued in the corresponding 
PCX Application; eleven (1 1) additional different p rior M referee were disclosed by 
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Applicant m 3 differeiit II)S$ filed in this case; eigfat (8) additioB al different prior art references 
were .cited agaixist the present application in the First Office Actioii mailed in this ca.se on 
February 22, 2010; and three ( 3) additional differeiit prior art references relating to die claims of 
present application have been cited in the current Office Action mailed January 6, 20 1 L 
Ciiirrentij^, ont of a total of at least thirty (30) prior art references, the Examiner now relies on a 
total of fclrteen f 13Xdl£fe $rt references in the rej ection of the present claims. 

Iitiportantly, ont of a total of at least thirty (30) different prior att references, at least twd ve (12} 
prior axt re ferences are directly related to xmnary collection systems and apparatas and such prior 
art dates back to 1 870 and spans over one :hundred and forty years (140). 

Applicant respectMly suggests that the very fact that such a large number of prior art 
references must be combined in axi obviousness type manner in oMei to reject the pending claims 
of &e present application^ such fact alone suggests patentability. Also, since at least 12 different 
types of urine collection devices have been cited as prior art spanning over 140 years, and since 
all kinds of different combinations must be utilized in an effort to reject the presently pending 
claims, and since no one prior art reference discloses all of the features of the presently pending^ 
independent claim 1 of the present application, this again si^gests patentability. 

An appropriate analysis in the determination of obyiousness may not indulge in a 
flxbidden hindsight evaluation. It is easy to fmd individual components or fea;tures of a 
paxticuiar device present in a multitude of different prior art references, but it is the combination 
of tliese various components in a particular manner and in a particular device that yields 
patentability as will be e^splained below. Although the individual features of the present 
invention may seem subtle and insigmficant in their individual capacity, when all such elements 
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are combined in a particulate manner and in a particular combination, such combixiation yields 
powerful and improved results oyer the existiiig prior art. Again, even in light of tbe receDt KSR 
case, there still must be some suggestiQn, iricrtivation^ or incentive to comhine prior art 
references. 

For these reasons, Applicant again respectfully reqiiests the Examiner to cai^efally review 
the amendnieDts and arguxnents set forth, below in the context of why a person skilled in the art 
with tro knowledge of the claimed invention would have selected the various components set 
forth in the presently amended claims for conibination in the matter so claimed. 

In light of the prior art cited against the rejected clainis. Applicant hm further amended 
the present claims in an effort to even, further distinguish the claimed invention over the cited 
prior art. More particuiaxly. Applicant has amended independent claim 1 and dependent claim 
12. Applicaiit has also cancdled claims 5 and 23-36. No new matter lias been added. As a 
result, claims 1-4, 6-12, 14-I9, 2L 22, 37 and 38 are presently pending in the present application. 
The only independent claim recited by the present application is now claim 1 . 

THE PRESENT INVENTION 
Claim 1 of the present application has been further amended to forther distinguish and 
clarify the present invention over all of the prior ait cited, to date, in the present application. 
More specifically, claim 1 specifically defines a very specific urinal which is si^ied in volume to 
receive and store at least an amount of urine encountered in at least one patient relief, and 
wherein tiae urinal structure includes an end walL a bottom wall, and an inlet openings, the end 
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wall being substantially vertical relative to a horizoTital plan^, Tiiis specific atinai shape is 
clearly shown in Fig. 2 of the present application iJlustrated below. 



The orientation of the end wall 29 of iirinal 10 relative to the bottom wall 34^ or relative to a 
horizontal plane, is important to the present invention as will be hereinafter &rther explained 
with respect to pick-up device 25 aiid the recess or well 35 claimed in dependent claim 12, 
Claim 1 further requires that the present urinary collection system include a pick-up 
device 25 which is positioned and located opposite the inlet opening 22 of tiie urinal, the pick-iip 
device incitiding a member 28 having an. Met portion positioned wi.thin tlie first liquid storage 
resen'oir 19 and having an outlet portion vSealably inomited to the end wall 29 of the urinaL Ihe 
outlet portion of the member 28 is positiotied above the inlet portion of such member which lies 
mthin the first storage reserv^oir and is perp en dicular thereto. In the particular embodiment 
illustrated in Fig, 2 of the present a|>piicatiotL the member 28 is shown as a 90"^ ell or 90"^ eibow 
type fitting. Still further, claim 1 requires that the inlet portion of member 28 has a siphon tube 
31 associated therewith: likewise positioixed in the fifst licpid stomge reservoir parallel to but 
sp aced from the end wall 29 of the imnal. The siphon tube is likewise defined, as being straight 
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in length and petpepdiailar to the outlet portion of member 28. This eonfigtiration is elearh^ 
shown in Fig. 2 of the presexrt application. Still fixrther, claim 1 reqmres that tiie siphon tube 
have an end portion 32 positioned adiacerd: to but spaced from both the bottom wall 34 and the 
end wall 29 of the urinal 1Q > Here again, this specific structure and spacing relative to the end 
m^all 29 axid bottom wall 34 of the urinal 10 defines a very speclfio pick-up device, both 
structurally and loeation-wise^ which is necessary to achieve the improved pertbrniance of the 
present collection systeni. 

As discussed in the backgroinid section of the present application, merely increasing tiie 
si5:e or vokme of the urinal-type device eaxises problems iiielnding leakage probleins if the 
overall collection system cannot adequately hold tiie increased volume of collected urine, and if 
the eoliection system cannot adequately remove the collected urine from the first storage 
resen^oir to a ooliection contaiim. Any type of leakage problem whether it be caused by spillage 
during the urination process, or whether it be ca^ised by the urinal not adequately receiving and 
storing an amount of urine encountered in at least one patient relief; or vdiether the pick-iq> 
system itself leaks or does not adequately rernove the collected urine from the first storage 
reserv'oir to the eoliection container is a serious problem and can result in trexnendous 
inconvenience for the patient as well as staff and can. result in uneomfbrtable and unsanitary 
conditions for the patient for an. extended period of time. As a result, the position, location aiid 
structure of the present pick-up device as defined in claim 1 is an important feature of the present 
system and provides an important advantage over the prior axt pick-up type devices illustrated iii 
the cited prior art as will be hereinafter further explained. 
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Claim 1 further reqiiires the nse of a quick disconnect fitting associated with the outlet 
portion of the pick-up member 28 which is connected in fluid relationship to the siphon tiibe. As 
explained in the present application at PG- 8^ LL 1 0-1 4, an important adwrtage of the present 
siphon tube 31 is that in the CYent of an aecidental or inadvertent disconnection of the first 
conduit 14 from the hose bar 27, such disconnection will not fesult in a copious discharge of 
urine onto the bed or elsewhere. This specific siructure and arrangement of the siphon tube 3 1^ 
the eli type metnber 28-, and the hose bar 27 prevents poteritial spillage problems if the fhrst 
conduit 14 is disengaged from the urinal 1 0> The sealed cDnneetion of th:e outlet portion of the 
pick-lip mernber to the end wall 29 of tiie urinal 1 0 likewise prevents potential spillage problems. 

Claim 1 finlher requires that tlie present iirinafy collection sysf era include a collection 
container having a second liquid storage reservoir, the coilection container having a top wall, an 
iiilet cdiinector aild an outlet connectDir, and wherein the inlet connection has an. end portion 
which terminates adj acent to the top wall of the collecto and is directed: downward, to 

prevent liquid entering the second reservoir from entering the container^ outlet connector as best 
ilhistrated m Fig. 3 of the present application illastrated belo w. 
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This particiiiar arrajigement likem^^^ helps to prevent aiiy mcommg liquid, or contained liquid in 
the coiieotion container, from entering the outlet connector 72 and hence the second conduit 1 6. 

Clairn I furfter reqiires a first conduit 14 connecting the urinal 10 1^ &e collection 
container 12 and, more specifieallvj the first conduit 14 having one end portion conneoted to the 
quick disconnect fitting 26 and haMng its opposite end portion operatively CGuneeted to the Met 
conneetor 71 . [likewise, claim 1 requires a punip device and a second conduit 1 6 haying one end 
portion comiected to the $;e<iond liquid storage reservoir and having its opposite end portion 
oomiected to the pump inlet, the pump being operable to apply a reduced pressure to the first md 
second conduits, the pidc-up device and the secand liquid storage reservoir so as to induce the 
flow of fluid from the first resexrvoir to the second reservoir. 

Still further^ claim 1 specifically requires a control device operafeiy associated with the 
pump device and ojoerable by a user for selectively activating and deactivating the drive device 
associated with the pump device, the urinal having sufScieni volume to avoid activation of the 
drive device diiring at least one complete patient relief 

Dependent claim 12 has been specifically amended to require that the first resei-voir 
(uximi) include an indented well portion 3 3 located adjacent the end wall 29 of the urinal 10 
w herein the siphon tube 31 is rigid and wherein the end portion of the siphon tube is positioned 
within the w^ell portion 35 as illusttated in Fig. 2 of the present application set forth above> 

O&er depexident claims still remaining in the present application add additional features 
to mdepexKient claim: I such as a wireless fransmitter ml^ opex'able after a 

predetermined time to deactrvaie the drive device of the pump; a sensor associated with the 
collection container for providing a signal as to when the collection contaixier needs to be 
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^^mptieci or to prevent operation of the dri ve device of the pump when the colleetion device is 
full, or wiien the collection container is out of its nonnai upright posilioxi; a retainer operatiyely 
associated with the uriiial for selectively fixing the urinal in a position relative to a user; and stiO 
other featares. 

The above anieildmeiits to the ciaixns which will be discussed helow reflect key features 
in the present urinary collection system. These features are directed to the size and shape of the 
uriiial^ the position, location and stiTictui^e of the pick-up device and its associated componeMs, 
the position and location of the well portion, remote activation of the present system for 
selectively and remotely activating and deactivating the drive rnotor associated with the pump 
device, and the structure and volmne of the urinal which allows the present urinary collection 
system to avoid activation of the pump device during at least one complete patient relief The 
present system is designed to treat patients that are incontinent without needing the assistaaice of 
an attendant that is required in maiiY of the prior art devices such as the Kraus device, ^See, claim 
2. This is likewise true of the retainer or stabilization device of fee present system set foith. in 
claims 14-16 which also allows the incontinent patient independence from a nurse or attendant 
O ther feariires of the present im^ntion as set forth in die pending claims are likewise 
distinguishable over the cited prior art references as will be hereinafter further explained. 

CLAIM REJECTIONS 
Claims 1^ 3-5, 7, % 12, 16, 17, 2U 24? 26. 2S-34 and 36 stand rejected imder 35 U.S.C. 
§ i 03(a) as being xmpafcntable over three prior art references, namely^ the Kraus, Otto and Heller 
references. Ciainis 5, 24, 26, 28-34 and 36 have been cancelled. 
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rhje Kraus device is best illustrated by Figs. 2 and 5 of the Kraus referenee wMch are 



iilustrated below. 
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The Ki-aus reference discloses a urine colleGtion apparatus having a colleetor or imnal 20, a 

collection tank 30^ and a vacuum assembly 40, As will be hereinafter forther explained, the 
structure and operation of the Kraus urinal 20 and collection conteiiner 30 differ subsMitially 
froxii the urinal, pick-up device, collection eontaixier, and other components disclosed in 
amjended claim 1. 

More pairticularly, as set forth in the Outstanding Office Action, the Examiner has 
indicated that the Kraus reference discloses a urinal 20 having an end wall 60 and a bottom wall 
fonned at the base of an indersied well portion 64 and an inlet opening formed by the continuous 
iip 50 as iliustMed in Fig, 2 of Kmus set forth above. Tb^e fkaminer also in-dicates that the Erst 
conduit 26 of Kjaus forms the pick-up device having m inlet portion 66 arui an outlet portion; 
formed at the exit of the conduit from the urinal at 62 m illustrated in Fig> 5, The Examiner also 
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jMieates thai ih& end of the conduit 26 forms a siphon tube that h positioned adjacent the end 
wall and sabstantialiy normai to the outiet portion. Still farther, the Exarniner iiidicaies that the 
collection container 30 includes a top wall 32^ an inlet connector 28 and an outM conneetor 36 
and thai the iaiet cormecior 28 has an end portion that terminates close to the top wail of tlie 
collection container as best illustrated in Fig. 7 below. 



Based npoxi the Kmm disdosure, independent claim 1 has been further amended to further 
distinpish over this reference for the following reasons. 

CMm 1 specifically requires that the urinal be sized in volume to receive and store at 
least an amount of urine encountered in at least one patient relief. As is clearly illustrated in 
Figs. 2 aiid 5, tire urinal 20 of Kraus is not capable of recei ving at least one patient relief ^^'4thoxl^ 
the pimip apparatus 40 operating durixig tlie entire urmation event. As is clearly indicated in the 
Kraxis specification at CoL 4, LL 36-46 and Col. 3, LL 23-27 and Lt 48-54^ the attendant 
observes the commencement and tenniMtion of imnation by the patient aid manipulates arid 
adjusts the air entry opening represented by slot 70 located within the valve slide member 72 
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iliustrated in Fig. 5. With this a^axxgement, the amcmnt of vacuum may be adjusted by the 
aHendant by hand rDanipulaiion of the slide member 72 so as to control the amount of vacmim 
between the lip 50 and the labium of a female patient as illuslxated in Fig. 3 , When placement of 
the urinal 20 is completed, the slide memb^^r 72 can be pushed fbrwardly to reduce tiie extent of 
the air entcy opemng 70 Urns increasing the vacuum retention of the Hp 50 against the labium. 
This means tjiat the vMuum pump is engaged and operating during the urination process, 

The s\7.^ and shape of the urinal 20 also suggests that the vacuum pump must be engaged 
during urination in order to remove urine from the urinal and prevent an overflow situation. This 
is also confimed by the sloping end wail 60 of the Kraus urinal 20 which forces the urine to 
cplleet in the well 64 near the inlet opting of the urinal Due to the size of the well 64, the 
sloping end wall 60 forces urine to collect at the front portion of the urinal and it is apparent that 
if tiie yacmim appai-atus is not engaged, xmm will collect in the well portion 64 and overflow the 
front wai f 56 ox the lip 50. Uiis is likewise confirmed at Col. 4, L 66 to CoL 5.. L 6 of the Kraus 
reference where it is specifically stated that., /'following a temrination of urination as observed 
by the attendant in viewing the transparent tube or conduit 26, the vacuum is maintained for 
about a twenty second interv^al to create an air flow as represexiled at an-ows 80, ftmctiomng to 
dry. the region adjacent the urethra. Of course, the transparent conduit 26 also prevents a 
premature removal of the collector 20 from its operative position." As a result both the structure 
of the Kraus urinal 20 m well as the disclosure set forth in the patent specification confirm that 
the iirinal 20 of Kraus is not sized in voium.e to receive and store at least an amount of urine 
encountered in at least one patient relief and that the punip of Kraus ttiust be activated during the 
entire urination process. 
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Clmn 1 likewise specifically requires tlmt t^^^ of t he presen t uriixal be 

substantially vertical relative to a hori^Gntai plane as best ilj ustrated in Fig. 2 of the present 
applicatioTL As cieaiiy illastrated m the drawitigs above, end wdl 29 of tlie present urinal 1 0 is 
substantially perpendicular to bottom wall 34, and is likewise substantially perpendicular to the 
horizontal plane upon which bottom vMi 34 would rest Tliis is clearly not true of tiie Kxaus 
urinal configuration where the sloping end wall 60 forces urine to collect in the well 64 located 
adj acent the inlet opening of tlie Kraus urinal In total contrast the specific end walL^ottom wall 
configuration of the present urinal allows urine collected in the reservoir 19 to flo w towards tte 
end wall away from the inlet opening 22. This is in total contrast to the shape and configuration 
of the Kraus urinah If the end w^all of the Kraus urinal were substantiaily vertical to a horizontal 
plane^ utine would not collect iii the well 64 but instead would flow behind the tube 60 arid away 
from its inlet portion 66, For this reason alone, claim 1 is distinguishahie oyer the urinal 20 of 
Kraus, 

Still farther, ciaini 1 of the present appiica;tion speGifically defines a pick-up device 
positioned and located opposite the inlet opening of the urinal. If conduit 26 is the pick-up 
device of the Kraus device^ it extends firom the end wall ail tiie way to the front wall 56 of the 
Kraus urinal 20 and is not located opposite the inlet opening of the urinal. Instead, it extends the 
entire distance between the end wall and the front wall and its inlet opening 66 is located 
adiacent the inlet opening formed by the lip 50, 

Still further, claim 1 specifically requires that the pick-up device include a member such 
as member 28 illustraied in Fig. 2 of the present appiicadon which has an inlet portion positioned 
in the first Morage reservoir and an. outlet portion sealably mounted to the end wall of the urinal. 
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tlie outlet portion being positiotied above the inlet portion and perpeiidicaiar tfaer^ g. TMs 
structiire is clearly iilustrated in Fig. 2 of the preseiii application wherein member 28 is shown as 
being a substantially 90^ elbow or ell wfcerein the inlet portion is directed do wrrrordly paralkl to 
the end wall 29 and the outlet portion is directed perpendicular to the end wall 29 as ilmstrated. 
Respective lines drawn through the inlet and o atlet portions of member 28 are perpendiciilai^ to 
each other. The position and location of the inlet pordon 66 of the Kraus conduit 26 is not 
perpendicniar to the exit opening associated with the urinal 20 where the conduit 26 exits the 
xifinai. Respective lines drmm through the inlet 66 and outlet 62 of Kraus axe not perpendicular 
to each other. See below. 
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Stili further,: claim 1 specifically requires that the inlet portioa of meraber 28 iticiude a 
siphon tube positioned in the first storage reservoir pardlel to birt spaced from the end wall 29 of 
the tirinal. Here again, this is clearly shown in Fig. 2 of the present applicatioxi where the siphon 
tube 31 engages the inlet portion of tlie member 28 and extends parallel to but spaced from the 
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end waU 29 of the iirmal, A compaiison of tiiis staictui^ with the tube stTuct ure 26 of the Kraxis 
reference is totally different. See ab oy e. 

Still further,: clmm 1 specificaijy requires that the siphon tube be straight in Imgfh md 
perpendicular to the outlet portion of member 28 as again illustrated in Fig. 2 of the preseiit 
application. Here again, this strixctxire eannot be found or contrived from the Kraus reference. 
Claim I specificaliy luriher requires that the siphon tube have an end portion positioned adjacent 
to but spaced from both the bottom wall and the end wall of the utinal The conduit 26 of Kraus 
is not straight in iength but instead follows the sloping contour of the end wall 60 and such 
conduit is not spaced from the end wall but instead lies on top of and follows the sloping end 
wall 60 of Kraus to tlie front wail 56. AgaiUj, the structure of Apphc^anf s pick-up device and its 
location relative to the inlet opening of the urinal is completeiy different and structurally affords 
improved Qperation of the overali coilectioii sj^stem since urine will not collect adjacent the inlet 
openmg of the urinal but instead will flow to the end wall 29 of Applicant's urinal for more 
efficient evacaaiion therefrom. Applicant repeats its position that the pick-up device 26 of Kraiis 
is not positioned and located opposite the inlet opening of the urinal; its: inlet portion is not 
perpendicular to its oxxtiet portion; the siphon tube is not straight in length; the siphon tube is not 
parailel to but spaced from the end wall of the urinai; the siphon tube is not perpendicular to the 
outlet portion: and the end portion of the siphon tube is not positioned adjacent to but spaced 
from both the bottom wall and the end wall of the urinal These are very specific structural 
features which are not incorporated in the Kraus urinal 20. 

The position and location of Applicant' s pick-tip device as recited in amended claim 1 is 
impori^ to the present invention^d provides sigrdficant improvement over prior art devices 
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and over the numerous lealcage type problems associated wiih the prior art devices. The shape of 
Applicant's xirinai 10 and the position^ location md structure of ApplicaBt's pick-up device 
advaTrtageoixsiy fk:;ilitate^ the removal of urine irom the first reservoir 19 and also f^ilitates 
ooUectiQii of iirine witliin the urinal 10 tov^ards the end wall 29 and away from the opening 22 of 
the urinal 10. This is iiot true of the Kraus device wherein urine is collected adjacent the inlet 
opening or lip 50 of the Kraus urinal 20 and continuous operation of the pump apparatus is 
necessary in order to prevent urine ftom o verikming the front wall 56 during urination. In this 
regard, claini 1 also specifically requires that the present urinal have sufficient volmne to moid 
activation of the drive device associated with the present pump device during at least one 
complete patient rehef This means that a patient can imdergo urination wjthx)ut activating the 
puxnp during such process and without the assistance of an attendant. This is not tme of the 
Kraus system wherein the pump apparatus 40 must be activated during each patien t relief as 
e:?splained above and wherein an attendant must be present to control and operate the device. 
See, Col 4. L68 to CoL 5 L6. Applicanf s structure and positioning of its imriai 10 and pick-up 
device 25 eliminates the need for excess valves and. costly operation of the pump system during 
each patient rsli ef ■ it eliminates the need for an attendant to always be present; and it likewise 
further prevents potential spillage problems. 

Still further, clairn 1 specifically requires that the collection contamer 12 of the present 
invention include an inlet eonnector having an end portion wMch te nninates adjac^ the t op 
wall of the container as clearly illustrated in Fig, ^ of fe|>re^ set forth below. As 

clearly illustrated in Fig. 3 , inlet connector 71 points downv^dly and hm an open end 73 which 
termitiates adj acent the top wall of the collector. When the punjp device of the present invention 
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is activated, negative pressure is fonned in the iiead spac^ 74 of the container 12 which, in tarn, 
draws liquid from the urinal 10 into the container 12. Having the end portion of the inlet 
cQDneetor terminating adj acent tJie top wail of the container iixsi^xes that the application of 
negative pressure in the head space 74 will always be there md mii always apply a reduced or 
negative pressure to the first conduit 14^ tlie pick-up de^'ice 25, and the first reservoir 19 so as to 
induce the jflow of fluid from the Erst reservoir 19 (urinai 10) to the second reservoir or container 
12, Again, this structure is not true of the container device 30 associated with the Kraus system 
disclosed in Fig, 7 below. 



As clearly shown in. Fig. 7 of Kraus, Inlet conduit 26 extends through an inlet port 28 of 
collection tank 30 and ati extension tube or conduit 94 is connected thereto v\^icb includes an 
end portion 96. Since the inlet conduit 94 has its terminal end portion 96 terminating at least 
half^'ay down, side wall 98 of the collection tanlc 30, such ternunal end portion is not adjacent the 
top wail 32 of the container, TMs arrangement is disadvantageous since once the urine coilected 
in &e container 30 rises above the end portion 96 of the inlet conduit 94. creating a negative or 
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reduced pressure in Hie inlet condmt 26 for drawmg urine out of the Kraus minai 20 becoxnes 
more difficult because the head spa.ce remaining in the Kraus container 30 lies above the 
terrmnal end portioti of the inlet conduit 94, This results in an iDeSective struciare for inducing 
the flow of urine from the Kraus urinal 20 to the Kraus container 30 and it likewise results in 
more frequent emptying of tlie Ki:aus container 30 in order to keep the mine level below the 
terminal end portion 96 of the inlet tube 94. This is not the case with the stracture of the presenx 
collection eontaixier 12 as illu.^trated in Fig. 3 find as claimed in amended claim 1 , This is still 
another reason why the structure of the present sy stem defined in claim 1 is totally different, both 
structurdly and opemtionally. from the structure and operation of the Kraus urine collecti<m 



For all of the above reasons, claim 1 is clearly and patentable distinguishable over the 
Kraus reference. 



The Examiner relies upon the Otto referetice to sho^v a separate pick-up device in the 
form of a siphon tube made of a rigid material As clearly illustrated in Fig. 2 of the Otto 
reference as illustrated be! ow. 



system. 



THE OTTO REFERENCE 




FIG. 2 
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the so-called piek-up deYice of Otto ineliades a tube 34 wbieh merely rests iipoa an mclined ox 
sloped md wall surface of the urixie colleGtion receptacle 12. Here agaia. the cixrangement md 
slTucture of Hie imna! 12 of Otto is s abstantially similar to the an-aiagem ent and sti-ncture of tlie 
urinal of Kraus discussed above wherein the tube 34 of Otto terminates in a well portion or basin 
28 positioned and ioeated adjacent the inlet opening of tiie Otto urinal 12 and, iike the Kxaus 
device, the pump associated with the Otto reference must be engaged and in operation dnring the 
entire iiiinatioti process in order to present overflow of urine out of the basiri M and over the 
front wall 32. The Otto specification at CoL 7, LL 15-28 and LL 40-53 eieariy indicates that the 
pimip is activated when the receptecle or iMM^^ 12 is removed from the snppoi^ device or stand 
60 and it is deactivated when placed back on the support device 60. Again, it is iniportaiit that 
the Otto piimp be activated while the urinal 12 is in tise in order to scavenge mine from the 
receiver during the urination process. If this is not done, urine during a patient relief will 
overflow the receiver and front wall 32. Operation of the pump device of the present invention is 
not required during at least one complete patient rehef as explained above with aspect to tlie 
Kxaus reference and as speeifically claimed in anaended claim 1 . 

Still further, as explained above with respect to the Kraus reference, the sloping end wall 
of Otto is not substantially vertical to the bottom wall or to a horizDntai planer as clearly recited 
in claim 1 but is specificaily sloped or inclined so as to allow urine to collect in the basin 28 
located adjacent the inlet opening of the Otto urinal Again, this structure is totally different 
from the structure claimed in amended claim I as clearly set forth in Fig, 2 of the present 
application. The structure of the Otto urinal is such so as to all ow urine to collect m the front 
basin 28 for imrnediate evacuation by operation of the pump during a urination process whereas 
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the winai of the presexit invention is designed to allow the iirine to collect tov^^rds the end wall 
29 for evaeuation at any time other than d$aring the urination process as previously explamed. 

Still fortlier, the struetiire atid cpmponents of the present pick-up deYice as previously 
explained with reference to the Kraus reference is again totally different liom the inlet tube 34 of 
Otto . Again, the present pick-up de^'ice includes a member 28 having an outlet portion 
positioned above the iniet portion and perpendicular thereto . This is not true of the Otto 
reference. Claiixi 1 also requires tliat the inlet portion of member 2 8 inclnde a siphon tube ^s4rich 
is straight in length and which i s positioned parallel to but spaced from the end wall of the urinal 
^^^^ per pendicular to the outlet portion of member 28, Here again, as explained above v,dth 
respect to the Kraus reference, this structure is not found hi the Otto reference. Still further^ the 
claim 1 specxficaliy requires that the siphon tube have an end portion positioned adj aceni to but 
sipaced from both the bottom wall and tlie end wall of the urinal. Again, the tube 34 of Otto lies 
in mating relationship with the sloped end wall and lies m a configuration substantially identical 
to the j^raus configuration. For all of the reasons discussed above with respect to the Kraus 
reference, which reasons are incorporated hereby m reference-, the pickrxrp device of the present 
inveation as defined in amended claim 1 is clearly and patentabiy disthxgmshable, both 
structurally and operationally, over the structure and operation of the so-called pick-up device 
(tube 34) of Otto. Also, since the structure of both the urinals and pick-up devices of the Kraus 
and Otto references are substantially identicalj there is no further teaching^ motivation or 
suggesti<>n to oonsttuct^ position and locate the urinal and the pick-up device as defined in claim 
1 of the present application. There is no modification or combination of features between the 
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Kraus and Otto references wMch will yield tbe stmctore associated with tlie pi^sent uriiial arid, 
pick-up device as clearly illustrated in Fig. 2 of the present application and as claimed in claim 1 , 
Cleaiiy , claim 1 specifically recites a pick-up d.evice which is separate and apart from the 
first conduit tube and the siphon tube associated -with the present invention and is likewise 
separate and apart from the tubes 26 and 34 of the Kraus and Otto references. Also, the conduit 
36 of Otto is not perpendieuiar to the conduit 34 as recited in claim 1 > For these and other 
reasons, claim. 1 is cleariy and patentably distuigijishable over both the Kjraus and Otto 
references, either aioHC or hi my combination: 



Stilj further. Fig. 3 of the Otto reference duplicated above illustrates still an alternative 
embodiment of the Otto urine collection device. Even this configuraxion, which is not relied 
upon by the E>cammer in the rejection of claim 1, does not meet the xmxml Hmiiations and pick- 
up device limitations of newly amended claim. 1 , Here again, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 3, this 
urinai embodiment includes a conduit 114 which is coupled to a comer i 16 of the receptacle 12 
so that all of the uiine contained in the receptacie mx^y be renioved via gravity through conduit 
1 14. A bottom surface 1 20 is configured so ttiat the receptacle may rest on a relatively flat 
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surface while allowitig tbe urine to collect in the neck portion 1 10 of the xirinal and thereafter 
drain into the conduit 114. This particular configuration enables at least substanlially all of the: 
mine disposed in the receptacle 12 to "be passed to the conduit 114 for removal thereftoxn. As a 
result, the urine in this particular urinal coBfiguiation does not remain in the reeeptacle after 
heiiig briefly collected by the receptacle. Sea, Otto specification. Col. 4, LL 60-67 arid Col 5, 
L L 1-1 L Here again, there is no pick-up device inside of the receptacle 12 illustrated in Fig, 3 
and the end wall of the receptacle is again sloped or inclined so as to funnel uritie to the corner 
1 1 6» For all of the reasons discussed above, the umary CQllection system defined in claim 1 is 
agmn pateTrtably distingaishable, both structurally and operationally, over the einbodiment 
illustrated in Fig. 3 of ti^ Otto reference. 

THE HELLEERE-FEBENCE 

The Examiner relies upon the Hellei: reference to show both a handle and a IJ -shaped 
retainer member with winged pro|6etiom for receiving a urinal Applicant does not argue these 
disclosures,: Instead, Applicant wishes to point out that although the shape of the Heller urinal 
appears to inelade a substantially veitieai end wail, it has no pick-up device as defined in claim 
1. Instead, as best illustrated in Figs, 1 and 4 of the Heller reference, a drainage outlet 14 (Fig^ 1 ) 
is shown positioned and located on a side wall portion of the urinal and a drainage outlet 56 (Fig, 
4) is positioned and located on the lo wer portion of an end wall 54. The drainage outlets are 
preferably sealingif connected by suitable tubing to an addxtionai reservoir and these drainage 
outlets serve to provide a means for withdrawing the urine to a suitable container which can be 
emptied periodically. With the einbodiment illustrated in Fig, 4, this drainage qccuj^ under the 
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influence of gfavity (no pick-up device or puiBp) since the botlopi wall 60 is inGlined or sloped 
towM'ds the discharge outlet 56, See, GgL 4. LL 26-34. Jlere again, the urinal structure and 
pick-up device stracture defined in claim 1 is clearly and patentably distinguishafele over tlie 
urinal asseiBbly illus:trated in Heller, both simeturaily and operationally . Also, importantly, even 
if tile Heller urinal were combined with the Kraus and Otto disclosures^ yon still would not 
achieve a system as deimed. in amended claim 1 for all of the reasons explained above with 
respect to the Kxaus and Otto references. As a result claim 1 i^? likewise clearly and pateirtably 
distinguishable over the: Kraus, Otto and Heller references, eiftier alone, or in any combination. 

BEFEj^DENT CLAIMS 
Claim 2 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C, § 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over the Kraus. 
Otto and Heller references as applied to daim I , and further in view of the Tolson reference. As 
previously stated, the 1'blson reference is cited merely to show that it is known in the art to use a 
wireless transmitter atid reGeiver. ApplicaBt is not clahiaing a t^ireless transmitter and receiver 
per se, but the use of a wireless transmitter and receiver in combination with the urinary 
colleetion system defined in newly amended claim 1 is clearly and patentably distixigiiisha&le 
over the Tolson reference vrfiich merely relates to remotely controlled closures for windows, 
doors and the like. The Tolson reference merely relates to programming control means for 
opening and closiiig some type of a closirre such as a window or a door. It has nothing to do 
with a tirinafy collection device. The present system is specifically designed to be used with 
patients that are im^ontinent without assistance ftdm any mirsCj attendant, or otte 3rd party as 
required by Kraus. Applicants respectfully submit that it is the combination ox dements recited 



30 



Application of: Larry R. Baker 
SerialNo.: 10/526,942 
Amendment After Final 

in claims 1 and 2, riot the individaal features of such elements, that makes elaims 1 ami 2 
patentably distmguishable over the cited prior art. None of the prior art references disclose a 
wireless system used in coniiuictiGn with any type of urine collection device. 

Claim 12 stands rejected under 35 U<S*C. § 103(a) based upon the Krans reference. As 
discussed above witli respect to claim L the Kiaiis reference discloses a well portion 64 which is 
located adjacetit front wall S6 and adjacent the inlet opening to tiie Kiaus urinal 20. Here again, 
Applicaixt is not clairning a well portion per se, but is Glaiming a well portion located adjacent the 
end wall 29 of the urinal as illustrated in Fig. 2 of the present application. It is the position and 
location of the well 35 of the present invention which is important since the preset urinal 10 is 
shaped and eonfignred such tliat urine will flow away from the inlet opening 22 mid towards the 
end wall 29 and into the recess or well portion 3 5 . The position and location of the well portion 
35 is such so as to capture and contain mine away from, the inlet opening 22 mxd to erdiance pick- 
up by the pick-lip device 25. It is the position and location of the recess or well 35 associated 
with the present Invention that is iinportant and that m different from the well 64 illustrated in the 
Kraus reference. M explained above^ the well portion 64 of Kraus is positioned and located 
adjacent the front wail of the urinal and adjacent the inlet opening thereof in total contrast to the 
position and location of the well portioB. 35 of the present invention. Although both Kraus: and 
Otto show a well or basin? the well 64 of Kraus and basin 28 of Otto are again located adjacent 
the Itont wail of the urinal thereby enh^mdng the possibility of leakage or overflow spillage. 
None of the prior art references show a urinal and picfc-up device construction as defined by 
claim 1 and claim 1 2 in combination. For ti^se and other reasons, claim 12 is clearly and 
patentabjy distinguishable over the structure disclosed in both the Kxaus and Otto references. 
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Based upon the fbregoing aii^ietidments mid remarks, it is now believed that all of the 
peiidiag claims in the present application, namely, claims 1-4, 6-12, 14-19, 21, 22, 37 and 38 
contain limitations and restrj^etions which patentafely distinguish them o ver all of the cited prior 
art. Here again, the Examiner has cited at least 12 different prior art references relating 
specifically to imne ooilection t>^e devices none of which, ei ther alone or in any combination 
thereof; disclose or suggest all. of the novel feamres associated with the present construction as 
set forth iix independent claim 1 as explained abovej nor do the prior ail constructiom. teach, 
nx)tivate, or suggest the combination of references relied upon by the Bxaniiiie?: as evidence of 
obviousness. In addition, rmm of the prior art cotistructions provide the specific advantages and 
objectives obtained by the present urinaiy collection systern and none disclose the specific 
structural liniitations set forth in claim 1 relating to all of the indi vid aal components comprising 
the present system including the urinal, the pick-up device, the coiiectiorx coMainer, and the 
control device. Ai though some of the features associated with the present device are known and 
are used in other applications, the specific combination of features in a arinary coliection de \ice 
as claimed in independent claim 1 and in the pending dependent claims are pateni:ably 
distxngaishable thereover. Applicant: again respectfully requests reconsideration of the pending 
claims in the present application. 

If any issue regai'ding the allDwability of any of the pending claims in the present 
application could be readily resoiyed, or if other actiori. could be taken to further advance this 
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application such as aii Examiners aitiendimrit, or if the Examiner should have any questions 
regardiiig the present amendment it is respect&ily xequested that the Examiner please telephone 
AppKcaxit's undersigned attorney in this regprd. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Sair^uel Di-^toTI&o — 
Reg. No. 29,915 
liuscli Blackweil Sanders LLP 
190 Carondelet Plaza, Ste. 600 
St. Louis, MO 63105 
314_480,15{)0 

ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT 
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